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Tuesday, September 21, 2021

Dr. Hatem Bazian’s Talk on Islamophobia
Indefinitely Postponed
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Outcry over Dr. Bazian’s alleged anti-Semitic social media retweets cause school to postpone event (Image courtesy of Fox News)
BY: BENJAMIN NOEL
NEWS REPORTER

Last week, the Muslim Student
Association (MSA) had to indefinitely postpone an event with a
guest speaker, Dr. Hatem Bazian,
slated to speak on the topic of Islamaphobia. He planned to detail his
research on the matter as well as
inform the Muslim community how
to address and report incidents.
The MSA had to postpone the event,
awaiting the school’s final say, because the school “received some additional communication from staff
and faculty who were concerned
about the speaker.” The outcry
stems from Dr. Bazian retweeting
cartoons deemed antisemitic.
O n September 2, Dr. Bazian
retweeted a cartoon image of an
IDF soldier holding a Palestinean
man’s heart, which the San Francisco branch of the ADL retweeted
and judged as antisemitic, claiming
it invoked blood libel. Dr. Bazian
defended his retweet with multiple
sources on Israeli organ harvest-

ing of Palestinians, backed with
work from Nancy Scheper-Hughes,
director of the UC Berkeley doctoral program of Critical Studies in
Medicine, Science, and the Body, as
well as numerous reports including
an interview with the former head of
an Israeli forensic laboratory. One
of his linked sources states: “Israel
harvested organs from bodies in the
1990s without permission of family members, the former head of a
state-run forensic laboratory said in
a newly released interview” (CNN).
While the school must take into account the whole picture of a man before allowing him to speak freely to
students in any capacity, be it inside
the classroom or at a public event on
campus, the claims against the professor aren’t substantive enough on
their own to rule him and his speech
unfit for Saint Mary ’s students.
Additionally, Dr. Bazian was set to
speak on the topic of Islamophobia,
not the Israel-Palestine conflict.
Dr. Bazian’s talk on Islamophobia
comes at a crucial time, 20 years

after the attacks on the Twin Towers. Post-9/11, Islamaphobia saw
an exponential increase as “antiMuslim hate crime incidents spiked
after September 11th, 2001, jumping
from 28 incidents in 2000 to 481 in
2001” (NBC). This 1600% jump in
anti-Muslim hate crimes has since
decreased, but to this day has never
reached pre-9/11 lows. And with the
Israel-Palestine conflict breaking
news again earlier in the year, tensions are high, and it is important
people are well educated not only on
the conflict, but the effect charged
rhetoric can have on innocent civilians.
--While Dr. Bazian was not planning
to speak on the Israel-Palestine
conflict, concerns about his character were what unfolded a series
of meetings, and the indefinite postponing of his talk. The initial meeting to discuss the concerns around
the speaker involved President

Several weeks have passed since
move-in day and for many students
this time has been an adjustment
period for mingling and meeting
new neighbors. Residents in the
Lower Townhouses may be surprised to learn that Saint Mary’s
President Richard Plumb and his
wife Mary are temporarily living in
Freitas Hall.
Plumb became the 30th president
of Saint Mary’s in July of 2021, and
although he is new to Saint Mary’s,
he says that his face may be familiar
to students and staff.
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BYU is Leaving the WCC

President Plumb experiences dorm life temporarily while Sienna hall is under renovation.
“I’m at a severe disadvantage. I
think everybody on campus knows
who I am at this point,” said Plumb.
“I walk around campus and they still
have those magazines with my face
plastered on the cover. And everywhere I go, there they are.”
Despite the “disadvantage” of
a minor celebrity status from his
front-page photo, Plumb describes
the atmosphere of Saint Mary’s as
being extremely welcoming. After
driving over 30 hours and 2000
miles from St. Paul Minnesota to
Moraga, he was immediately invited
to a barbeque with the brothers on
campus, an act that he says made
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President in Residence
BY: KIERA O’HARA-HEINZ
NEWS REPORTER

Opinion

him feel immediately welcomed
into the Saint Mary’s community.
Saint Mary’s is smaller than the past
universities that he has worked at in
the past, which he believes makes it
more relational.
“Everyone knows everyone and
that, that’s good. And you can tell
when somebody is having a good day
and you can tell when somebody is
having a bad day,” said Plumb. “I like
this environment. It’s a warm, cozy,
comfortable environment here and
it feels safe.”
Plumb is getting to know what student life is like first hand by living
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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“To act upon one’s convictions while others wait,
To create a positive force in a world
where cynics abound,
To provide information to people when
it wasn’t available before,
To offer those who want it, a choice—”
—Ted Turner

(Image courtesy of writer)

in an on-campus residence hall, an experience he never
had as an undergraduate student.
“It is definitely overrated well at my age, let me rephrase
that in my age, when you’ve had your own house and
you’re raised your own family, living in a dorm can feel
overrated, ‘’ Plumb said. “But Mary and I actually are
getting a kick out of it.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
The Plumbs’ stay in Freitas is temporary while their
more permanent accommodations in Sienna Hall are
under construction. The building is being renovated
from its previous purpose as student housing to the
residence of the president and space for hosting events.
“My wife, Mary and I are fortunate enough to be the
first occupants of the renovated building, but it’s not
our house, and it will be our home while we’re here.”
The private wing for the President will consist of a
bedroom, living space, and a “man cave” where Plumb
will keep his television and audio system. While these
spaces are built, Plumb has been staying in his sparsely
decorated room while his belongings are in storage,
which he describes as challenging.
“All of our belongings are in storage at the Rheem
campus. So I have access to about five polos and three
button-down shirts. So one of the reasons that I’m
wearing polos all the time is that I don’t have my clothes
there. They’re in storage somewhere.”
Despite the lack of belongings and the noise, “I just
wish the guys upstairs were a little more quiet. I swear
to god it’s like they’re dancing or something up there.”
Plumb says that his time in Freitas hall has given him
invaluable insight into student life at Saint Mary’s
“It’s just being part of the community and being present. So by us living on campus, we’re able to mingle with
students,” said Plumb. “I know who the early risers are
and at night time, I get to just walk around, see people,
and engage with them. It’s just been so much fun for
us and so welcoming. We’ve been very grateful for the
reception we’ve received.”

Letter From the (New) Editor
BY: MELANIE MOYER
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

To our readers,
There is a palpable new
energy on the SMC campus
this fall. As we emerge from
our Zoom classrooms into
a world where we all realize the true value of human
interaction, we seem to
carry with us excitement
that could only come from a
trying 18-months. Someone
mentioned to me they felt
we were at the cusp of a new
Renaissance bursting with
student creativity and passion. I look around campus
and see the full courtyard
outside Cafe Louis and the
halls of Dante bustling once
again, and realize that the
student resurgence is here,
that SMC has begun a new
chapter marked by the fervor of students reclaiming
their campus.
The feeling of newness
that accompanies the postZoom campus sometimes
takes the form of new faces,
new resources, new Cafe
Louis sandwiches, and new
ways of learning. It is not
lost on me that the events
of the past two years have
also radically changed the
world we live in on and
off-campus. However, just
as in the world outside of
SMC, our long-standing
traditions of community
wholeness remain.
The Collegian has been
an integral part of the SMC
community for over 118
years, and we do not plan
on going anywhere. Our

mission to unite the College
community through the
exposure of truth and powerful storytelling remains
central to our organization,
and we intend to take it further than it has ever gone in
the history of The Collegian.
I never envisioned myself
being Editor-in-Chief of
The Collegian. As a writer
who focuses on the artistry
of the craft, print publication always seemed like
an uninhabitable place for
someone who leans toward
creativity. However, as a
student, a feminist for the
99%, a humanist, someone
who is anti-racist, proLGBTQ+, and believes in
science, I recognize that the
press is a place for voices to
gather with the intention
of creating a better world
together. Information is the
weapon of the people and
for the people, and great
change will happen when
we commit ourselves to
informing the masses. I am

Do You Care?
Of Course You Do.
Write Us a Letter or
Submit an Article.
smccollegian.org
https://forms.gle/
gBZjrnsDZ6FRpWv9

deeply honored to be leading The Collegian towards
this goal.
Changing our world may
seem like an audacious goal
for a student newspaper,
but it has been a reality
for The Collegian. In 2007,
writers from the paper uncovered and reported on
sexual assault cases that
were undisclosed and buried. The fearless reporting of these students that
contributed to the rise of
the #MeToo movement ten
years later represents the
guiding principles of the
paper and inspires the work
of me and my fellow writers.
Our reporting is done to
inform other members of
the SMC community, to be
a voice for the voiceless, to
contribute to global conversations, and to pursue the
truth relentlessly. Perhaps
it would be nice if we wrote
fun, easy stories that you
could browse through on a
Sunday, but it is not our job
to be agreeable.
This year’s staff is committed to bringing the truth
to the SMC students, staff,
and faculty in a compelling,
factual, and original way.
We represent the diversity
of voices and perspectives
at SMC, and will not forget
our responsibility to the
campus community. In light
of this, I ask the community
to show compassion to writers of The Collegian. This
is a tumultuous time for
writers, especially considering the misinformation

spread about the reliability
of journalism. Already we
have experienced pushback
in our reporting, so please
understand that our intentions are to inform and not
combat.
Nonetheless, I am in awe
of those I have the privilege of working with this
semester, I have never seen
a group of Collegian writers
so eager to create quality
work. I thank our staff for
their continued hard work
and dedication to the paper.
On behalf of The Collegian, I would also like to
thank the administrators
that make our work possible. Cesar Ramos and
Zach Tedrow from SIL have
put countless hours into
bringing The Collegian to
life, which is greatly appreciated by our entire staff. I
would also like to thank the
Communications department for their support with
print publications and finding student writers. Finally,
I would like to thank the donors who have made print
publication possible this
year with their generosity.
Most importantly, thank
you to our readers on and
off-campus. Your continued
support keeps the word of
the students alive.
The Collegian will be back
in print publication starting this fall, but will continue to primarily publish
on our website. Stay safe,
wear your mask (over your
nose), and have a great semester.

SMCCOLLEGIAN.ORG
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NEWS
Dr. Bazian’s Talk on Islamophobia Postponed Campus
Calendar

Plumb, Interim Provost Corey Cook,
VP of Mission Francis Sweeny, Senior
Diversity Officer Kathy Littles, VP of
Student Life Life Anthony GarrisonEngbrecht, and a representative from
campus communications. Now, administrators are discussing the specific
speaker, as well as creating policy for
future “controversial speakers.”
The results of these conversations, as
of this writing, seem to be inconclusive
one way or the other. Administrators
no doubt have a tough decision on their
hands. On one hand, giving Dr. Bazian
a platform can give way to an unsavory
reaction from students, not to mention
concerned parents. But conversely,
introducing a controversial speaker
into the mix of otherwise relatively
tame conversation may be a fruitful
endeavor in heightening the quality of
discourse held amongst students.

Given the underlying hot button
topic, the school did its best to avoid
conflict within the student body.
Throughout this process, communications with the student body have been
vague, leaving most students scratching their heads at administrators’
emails regarding an unnamed speaker.
As of now, students’ voices do not have
a large role in the process for vetting
guest speakers, something that may
start to change soon. Vice President of
Student Life, Anthony Garrison-Engbrecht believes in “including student
voices in this conversation, including
things like reviewing and finalizing the
guest speaker policy.” More student
involvement in these matters would
call for a high level of responsibility,
civility, and maturity from the student body, but may ultimately lead
to a higher quality of conversation on

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

controversial topics.
“We at Saint Mary’s adamantly support academic freedom, the freedom of
faculty, students, and College personnel and programs to pursue knowledge
without undue or unreasonable interference.” -President Plumb
While the school has chosen to err on
the side of caution, the current speaker
policy states, “As a Catholic, Lasallian
institution, our mission challenges
us to pursue truth wherever it can be
found.” The quest for a worthwhile
truth necessitates the desire to have
controversial yet critical conversations; for a belief unquestioned is not
worth much.
This is a developing story.

COVID-19 on a Reopened Campus
tive cases have surfaced amongst the Saint Mary’s community.
BY: KAMRYN SOBEL
NEWS REPORTER

With the 2021-22 school year just beginning and the
community trying to get back to normalcy after a year
of being online, is it possible that we are heading back
in that direction? As of September 15th, and specifically
within the last 14 days, there have been 11 new reported
cases of COVID -19 in the Saint Mary’s community as
well as 16 cases over the course of the Fall Semester so
far. With an initial plan to keep COVID -19 away from
campus, this virus has crept its way into the College.
Prior to the school year, students were sent an email
regarding the vaccination and COVID -19 testing requirements for those planning on residing on campus
or attending in-person classes. In an attempt to combat
this virus, the College also requires that masks be worn
in all indoor settings and to maintain physical distance
if possible. Students, faculty, and staff alike who have
been accepted to be exempted from the vaccination
requirement are also to submit to weekly testing.
Unfortunately, with not being able to eliminate all
possible risks, Saint Mary’s made a statement in the

-

COVID-19 News & Resources that, “In cases where a
student or employee fails to disclose to the College
that they have tested positive, the College will have
no way of knowing and communicating that information.” Even though the College has implemented
many restrictions and modifications to campus life,
there is still a possibility that students or employees
can purposely avoid many of the mandates by both
Contra Costa County Health Services and the College,
leading to uncertainty of how many true cases there
are on campus at this time.
Saint Mary’s College has also established a Contact
Tracing Team in order to help further protect students
by notifying them of exposure to prevent outbreaks
and spreading the virus. The College states, “Contact
Tracers will communicate with individuals who have
tested positive for COVID-19 to determine their close
contact on campus during the time they may have been
infectious.”
In the classroom setting for example, although it
cannot be confirmed by a source at this time, it has
been rumored that there have been 3 cases alone reported in the classes of one faculty member. In regards
to student reactions on the topic of how many cases
there are so early in the school year, sophomore Sofia
Kakleas states, “The fact that there have been 16 COVID cases in less than a month of being on campus is
definitely worrisome and makes me concerned. I feel
as if we need to be better informed about these cases as
I have not even heard about them until now. Although
I love how open the campus is compared to last year,
I worry that it became too open too fast.”
According to Saint Mary’s in a recent Instagram story post, they shared that the vaccination rates include
95% of faculty, 94% of staff, 97% of undergraduate
students, and 89% of graduate students. With a highly
vaccinated community on campus, or herd immunity,
the CDC explains, “Population immunity makes it hard
for a disease to spread from person to person.” Despite
the fact that the College reached this milestone, the
COVID-19 virus has already infected multiple people
on campus in a short period of time. Having a smaller
population of students that attend the College puts
into perspective how fast infection can spread.
For more information on how the College is maintaining COVID-19 and how students or employees can
contribute healthy practices for themselves and the
community, visit COVID-19 News & Resources on the
Saint Mary’s College website.

(Image courtesy of writer)

National Ice Cream
Cone Day
Wednesday, September 22
11:00 a.m. to 8:00 p. m.
Location: Oliver Hall
SOS Summer Research
Program: Student
Research Talks
Wednesday, September 22
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Location: Galileo
Hall, Room 201
Wine and Paint Night
Wednesday, September 22
5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Location: 1928 Pub
Contact:
cabdirector@stmarys-ca.edu
Collective Hours:
Growing Up Rural
Thursday, September 23
5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Exploring Masculinity
Monday, September 27
5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
The Struggle for Perfection:
The Female Athlete’s Body
Thursday, September 30
5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Location: The
Intercultural Center
Contact:
theIC@stmarys-ca.edu
Grad School Night
Wednesday, September 22
6:00 pm to 8:00 pm
Wednesday, February 26
Location: Soda Center
Resume/Career Fair
Prep Workshop
Thursday, September 23
5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Location: Online (see
SMC website)
INformalaTea: Sukkot
Thursday, September 23
7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Location: MMC Courtyard
Fall Retreat
Saturday, September 25 to
Sunday, September 26
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Location: Bertain Grove
See Registration Details
on the SMC website
Music on the Lawn
Saturday, September 25
5:00 p.m.
Location: Chapel Lawn
The Machine Awakes:
Instrumental Ensemble
in Virtual Concert
On Demand Wednesday,
September 1 to Thursday,
September 30
See Performing Arts
Website for Link
The Campus Calendar column
is a service highlighting major
events of the week. To include
your event, email details to
mkm16@stmarys-ca.edu
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CULTURE
Students At SMC Share Their Stories to Inspire Others
Have you ever sat down in a coffee shop and observed the people around you? Have you ever wondered about what their personality is like, where
they came from, or why they even decided to be at
the coffee shop? Every single day, we come across
new people. From simple moments like walking past
a stranger or meeting someone at a job interview, we
have crossed paths with thousands of people over our
lifetime. We tend to forget that the people around us
are humans too. They’ve gone through things like
heartbreak, happiness, successes, and failures, but
constant focus on ourselves and our own struggles
keeps us from celebrating our neighbors. There are
millions of stories that people have to tell about their
lives. Although we’ll never get to listen to all of them,
Humans of NY inspires us to learn about the people
around us.
Humans of NY was a project started by Brandon Stanton. After being laid off from his 9 to 5, Stanton left for New York City and
decided to take a chance on photography full time. What began as a goal to photograph 10,000 New Yorkers later turned into a
story-telling blog highlighting people from all over the world. Stanton would converse with every person he photographed. In the
bustling streets of New York, it was difficult for Stanton to find an approachable person. But his friendly aura allowed people to share
their most personal stories. Amazed by their experiences and the level of intimacy they shared, Stanton couldn’t help but spread
the word about these people.
The impact of these interactions not only hit home for Stanton, but for the world as well. People were able to connect with strangers
because of their similar experiences. Others learned life lessons by reading about different perspectives and outlooks on life. Since
2013, Humans of NY has been published into two books, produced into a docuseries on Facebook, and branched off into countries
all over the world. Miniseries were also created to focus on specific groups, like prison inmates, pediatric cancer patients, Syrian
Americans, and refugees. Its concept has been taken on by inspired readers and turned into things like Dogs of NY and has now
reached our very own campus as Humans of SMC.
Humans of SMC was established this year by SMC’s Mission and Ministry Center. After the heat of the global pandemic, our Saint
Mary’s campus is finally flourishing again with an open campus. The student body is back to rebuild the community and Humans
of SMC hopes to be a part of the process.
Students will have the chance to share their stories and experiences about the pandemic, online learning, transitioning back to
in-person classes, and more. The page looks to demonstrate intimacy and vulnerability as a reminder that our peers around campus
are human too. Our classmates aren’t just people we have to do group projects with or people we just see walking across Chapel
Lawn. They’re people with who we can connect and create relationships past the classroom.
Humans of SMC looks to create a safe space on campus for students to be open about what they’ve been through because it can be
helpful to those around them. Storytelling is a powerful tool that can be used to create meaningful connections, stronger relationships, and awareness of what’s happening around us. To learn about the people around us, you can find the Humans of SMC page
on Instagram @_humansofsmc_. To share your story, you can email smchumans@gmail.com.

New Exhibitions at MOA Welcome Back the Arts on Campus
The Museum of Art (MOA) is welcoming the
community back with two new exhibitions on view
through December 12th. These original exhibitions
are described as exploring “themes of narrative and

Check out Keith + Kari and Collective Memories Through December 12th
(Image Courtesy Writer)

memory” through painting, ceramics, printmaking, and other multi-media platforms. The
exhibitions are on view Wednesday through
Sunday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission to all
programs and events are free at MOA.
Keith + Kari features the work of ceramic artist,
Kari Marboe responding through site-specific
work to the environments painted by William
Keith. MOA’s frequent visitors will recognize
Keith as the landscape painter from the College’s
Permanent Collection. The key questions addressed in this exhibition are ‘What has changed?
What has stayed the same?’ in an exploration
of environmental response informed through
research.
In an interview with Marboe, she shared that
it was really important to her to “connect to the
the museum through these paintings and think
about what had changed and what has stayed the
same around these landscape paintings.” After
visiting the sites depicted in Keith’s painting,
she “responded to his works to generate new
work of [her] own and also bring him back into

the conversation.” Her work also aimed to bring
Brother Cornelius’ work, which brought the collection of Keith’s paintings to SMC, “back into the
consciousness of the student body.”
Collective Memories: Stonecuts from Cape Dorset is also on display at MOA. The exhibit “features
contemporary graphic arts crafted by Inuit artists
and printmakers during the early years of the
1960s and 1970s at a remote co-operative (co-op)
post at Nunavut, Canada.” The exhibition pulls
from the Permanent Collection at MOA, featuring
stonecut prints gifted to the College in memory
of the collector, Barbara Allen Burns. The exhibition was created with consultation from the Saint
Mary’s College of California Intercultural Center
(IC) and the College Committee of Inclusive Excellence (CCIE).
MOA is open to the public and invites members
of the community to their Third Thursday activities, which are resuming after they were cut short
during online learning.
Stay tuned for an in-depth tour of the exhibitions in a future publication.
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FEATURE
Travel January Term Returns
For what seemed like centuries,
Saint Mary’s became a desolate reminder of what used to be, a symbol of
everything we had before we lost it to
COVID-19. As students inch their way
back to normalcy, so are the programs
being offered again. One of the hallmarks of Saint Mary’s, January Term
or Jan Term, was always an awaited
month for Saint Mary’s students. Students could explore all their interests
and passions without the constraints
of class schedules and requirements.
For one month, students were able
to delve into any interests they might
have, whether that be cooking, Scifi,
or martial arts. Saint Mary’s had it all.
Unfortunately, during the transition
to online learning, a lot of the magic
of January Term was lost behind the
screen. Interactions, connections,
and a lot of what made Jan Term so
exciting vanished as students became
weary of Zoom.
However, the light at the end of this
seemingly infinite tunnel seems to
shine a little brighter as travel January Terms make a reappearance. The

school has high hopes of returning to
their usual January Term trips, whether
that be to Greece, Italy, or even closer,
New Orleans. Students have expressed
great interest in applying for these opportunities.
Because of the pandemic, students
have developed a newfound appreciation for traveling. As exciting as it
is, these classes also have a deeper goal
in mind, each varying with the class.
For the New Orleans JanTerm, the
purpose of the class is to provide relief
to those affected by natural disasters.
Students get an opportunity to collaborate with the local community and
provide much-needed resources to aid
in recovery. The focal point of the class
is DIRT (dismantle, immerse, reflect,
transform). These principles guide the
class through challenging relaties and
help understand the needs of the communities they are working with.
Although the school expects to assist
New Orleans following a likely difficult
hurricane season, the location remains
open to assist communities of dire need
locally or abroad. Students embarking
on this January Term will participate
in extensive training to prepare them

A Look into the New Orleans Disaster Relief January Term (Image courtesy of Saint Mary’s College of

California)

for January and teach them about “conscientious
collaboration.” Their responsibilities will include
mostly manual labor like building and constructing to offset the damage inflicted upon that specific
region. Jan Term is an exciting part of Saint Mary’s
experience, but it can also be a rewarding one. This
specific Jan Term course pushes students beyond
their boundaries to work with local communities in
finding solutions to disastrous problems. It provides
students with an opportunity to deepen their experiences and offer a new perspective during college that
many other courses might not be able to provide.

The Met Gala: A Lexicon of Influencers?
Similar to almost everyone’s social media feed this past week, Met Gala content
overtook my Instagram, Snapchat, Twitter,
and Youtube feed. This year’s theme was
“America: A Lexicon of Fashion,” which paid
homage to iconic American culture symbols
and designers. While the obligatory “best
and worst dressed” lists remained consistent with the event’s yearly coverage, the
growing presence of social media influencers at the Met Gala has become a heavily
debated topic that asks “Who really deserves
an invitation?”
Like many others that eagerly tune in each
year to see the unique looks my favorite celebrities choose to promenade around the
Metropolitan Museum of Art, I was caught
off guard by the presence of influencers such
as Addison Rae and Dixie D’amelio. I have
always considered the Met Gala as an event
carrying heavy prestige, so I found myself
questioning why and how these girls became
so famous for doing so little, and how their
work could be grounds for receiving a ticket
to one of the most exclusive events in the
United States. As photos of the guests slowly
made their way to the Met Gala’s official Instagram account, I could not help but notice
the disparities between the social media
personalities and other guests.
Among the sea of talented musicians,
actors, and athletes, internet influencers
seemed to stick out like a sore thumb. Com-

The presence of internet personalities on the 2021 Met Gala guest list raises
eyebrows and creates controversy surrounding the event’s prestigious history. (Image courtesy of Life & Style)

pared to Billie Eilish’s Oscar De La Renta ball gown, Addison
Rae’s red ensemble looked cheap and tacky, almost a dead giveaway of her questionable rise to stardom. But what is this all for?
I believe that the presence of internet celebrities at the Met
Gala is a result of Anna Wintour attempting to rebrand the
event to reach a younger audience. With Gen Z’s interest and
access to social event coverage at an all-time high, it is obvious
that the inclusion of influencers comes from the aim to gather
more attention from Gen Z viewers, and it worked, in a way.
In addition to self-proclaimed fashion critics evaluating
whether or not every attendee’s look fit this year’s theme, I
noticed an influx of social media users commenting on the
questionable roster, which seemed to increase the engagement
on the official Met Gala Instagram account. However, with
the heightened engagement came an absence of the elegance
and tradition famously present at the event in years past, and

viewers noticed. Where do we draw the line
between the quality of the event’s aesthetic
and the number of viewers?
While I am not in favor of TikTok influencers attending the Met Gala, I wholeheartedly believe that hardworking and talented
YouTube influencers deserve an invitation.
Not only have these individuals “paid their
dues” on the internet, but many speak for
Gen Z in a way that is more impactful than
the message TikTok stars are sending. Instead of “look how far I’ve come from being
conventionally attractive and moving my
arms around to pop songs,” the message
of many YouTubers that attended can be
interpreted as “look how far I’ve come from
working hard on creating quality YouTube
content,” which is by far a more inspiring
and credible message to send to Met Gala
viewers. For example, beauty guru Nikkie de
Jager, known on YouTube as NikkieTutorials, has worked hard since 2008 to build a
platform of acceptance and inspiration that
goes beyond beauty products. To say that
her ticket to the Met Gala was undeserved
is simply untrue.
Even though my chances of ever attending the Met Gala are slim, as a viewer, I feel
I have an obligation to voice my opinion on
who I want and do not want to see. This is
my feed, after all, and I don’t know if I care
to see the likes of Addison Rae and Dixie
D’amelio at next year’s Met Gala. Anna Wintour, please don’t fire me for this.
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OPINION
The Republican-Led Recall Fails Miserably

The conspiracy-filled campaign of Larry Elder was defeated last Tuesday, giving Gov.
Newsom a clear path to a 2022 victory. (Image Courtesy Bangor Daily News)

Any illusion of a GOP California
was swiftly denied last Tuesday, as
Governor Gavin Newsom defeated
the Republican challenger, radio
host Larry Elder. Elder based his
campaign on “personal freedoms,”
arguing that mask and vaccine
mandates while Newsom ran on his
record dealing with the COVID-19
pandemic and referred to the recall
as the “Republican Recall Effort”.
As of the time of the writing of

this article, Newsom beat Elder
by roughly 30 percent of the vote,
a victory for science and common
decency.
If COVID-19 never existed, the
recall simply would not have happened. Although conservatives
point to wildfire safety and the
homelessness in California, the
primary catalyst of the recall is
something out of a movie, a governor eating at a fancy restaurant
(The French Laundry) during a
time where he called for people to

stay home. Although his timing was
not the best, this is not a reason to
recall a governor. Furthermore,
Newsom followed the science involving vaccines, masks, and stayat-home orders to protect the most
vulnerable, which right now are the
unvaccinated, and a large majority
of those people supported the recall.
Although we now see that the
recall efforts were a slim majority in
the very liberal California, there was
a real possibility of Newsom being
recalled because there is a general
apathy towards voting unless there
is a buy-in from the voter (such
as voting for the next President of
the United States). The California
GOP was grasping for straws to
find a candidate who would be viable to replace Newsom. However,
they found a Trump wannabe who
questioned the validity of the election before the first ballot was cast.
According to Sonoma State professor David Mcaun, an expert in
the ballot system, the cost of the
recall for the state of California is
around $450 million dollars, possibly $500 million dollars. Spending money frivolously is ironic for
a party that prides itself on being

Take Hawaii Off Your Travel List This Fall
Two SMC students from Hawaii share their perspectives on how a spike in tourism and the persistence of COVID-19 have impacted
their home.

Right now, the COVID-19 pandemic is still raging on almost entirely among the unvaccinated, according to the CDC, with 100,000+
new cases each day in the U.S. Few
places have suffered as much as
Hawaii, with ICU beds reaching
past capacity just this month, according to the Star Advisor. With
the country beginning to reopen,
especially for the vaccinated, more
and more people are taking advantage of this newfound freedom
after a long year of social distancing
and business closures.
With Hawaii being such a
sought-after vacation spot, local
Hawaiians are now faced with a
growing tourism wave paired with
the ongoing pandemic. Unfortunately, people native to the islands
have to deal with the consequences
of tourism and irresponsible actions that lead to the spread of
COVID -19. Hawaii’s location
makes it far too vulnerable to COVID-19 and other issues that local
Hawaiians will ultimately feel the
weight of.
These are things potential visitors and those considering Hawaii
as a vacation destination should
consider and reflect on. This past
week I spoke with two Saint Mary’s
students who are both from Hawaii. Taylor Swoish, a senior from
Kailua on the island of Oahu, and
Chandler Cowell, a senior from
Maui on the slopes of Haleakala
each shared their thoughts on
Hawaii and the pandemic.
Dondalski: From your perspective, what is going on in Hawaii
right now in regards to the pandemic?
Swoish: From my perspective,
we just had a really high spike and
COVID-19 due to the number of
tourists that have come in. My

Image Courtesy Honolulu Civil Beat

mom works in the COVID-19 unit,
she helps test people… I think we’ve
had like, 1000 cases in one day,
which sounds like a little bit, but
just for Hawaii, it’s a lot. There’s
a lot of people coming in and we
all know [the COVID-19 spike] is
because of travel because we’re so
isolated. That’s the only way they
are getting there.
Cowell: Right now, and for the
past, almost two years since the
global pandemic hit, it’s been kind
of a crazy experience, to say the
least. I was fortunate that I got to go
home when COVID-19 first hit and
be there for two months. Basically,
everything shut down. And when
I mean everything, I mean every
single thing: shops, restaurants,
places to walk, nobody was even
going to the beach.
That was crazy because the
beach and ocean are such a big part
of Hawaii and a part of what makes
us us. And even now, although
things are opening up more, there’s
actually still this crazy energy. It’s
hard to actually put into words. I
know that we have an exponentially higher amount of tourists
here than we have ever before.
Dondalski: A lot of local people
are saying don’t come, yet there’s
a lot of tourists are going anyways.
Why is there this disconnect between local Hawaiians and tourists?
Swoish: I think it’s because of

these stereotypes that Hawaii has
on the US mainland. There’s a lot
of preconceived notions of what
Hawaii is. So I feel like in a lot of
people’s minds they forget that
people live there all the time. And
it’s just a lot of what I see with kids
at our school: a lot of people just
have what they’ve seen on vacation and what they’ve seen on TV.
So there’s a disconnect of people
thinking it’s just an island paradise, and then forgetting that it is
people’s homes.
Cowell: What I’ve talked to
many family and friends and seen
on Facebook and other social media is that Hawaii is actually a very
small collection of islands, and
Maui is even smaller. We don’t
have as many people as, say, Oahu.
Having more people there means
less time for locals to be out and do
their thing. On top of that, having
the pandemic where there’s a risk
of exposure to COVID-19.
We understand that tourism is
an essential part of the Hawaiian
economy because it’s been shaped
that way. But at the same time, it’s
hard to really want to have people
there when they aren’t necessarily—and it’s not everyone, I’m not
going to generalize—but there are
people who go there and don’t wear
their masks or they don’t follow
the COVID-19 safety protocols,
or they create a ruckus. And on
top of that, there’s already a really
hard understanding between lo-

“fiscally conserative” and supporting tax cuts. There is no accountability in the recall process, which
means candidates like Larry Elder
or Caitlyn Jenner are seriously considered (out of the 40 Republican
candidates, Elder was by far the preferred Republican Party candidate).
Elder is a fringe conservative who
once equated reparations of slaves
to the need for reparations of slave
owners on Candance Owens’s radio
show and said he would get rid of the
minimum wage if elected.
The real hope is that Democratic
voters turned out to support Newsom. The recall’s failure shows that
most Californians are receptive
to caring for one another and the
environment. This joke of a recall
attempt is not about Newsom or
Elder. It shows the values that
Californians have. Since Trump’s
presidency, there is a particular
fear that your neighbor might be
a member of the alt-right or watch
radio shows like Elder’s filled with
misinformation. This fear makes
people weary when a recall threatens a somewhat popular governor
like Newsom.
For liberals, the victory last week
cals and tourists, and the essence
of when people come there, they
treat Hawaii like Disneyland. They
don’t really understand that people
have livelihoods and families and
a connection to the land. Hawaii
is a very collected collectivistic
culture and it happens to be that
sometimes when tourists come,
they’re just so consumed by being
on vacation that they forget to realize that people live there and have
lives there.
Dondalski: How have tourists
coming to Hawaii personally affected you?
Swoish: I’ve got to see the difference between when the pandemic
first happened and when no one
was there, and this summer when
it was just kind of insane. It’s annoying because people just come
and then they leave and then we
have to deal with the problem. So
it sucked because my friends were
being safe, but because of all these
people now, there are more restrictions. So when people come, we
have to deal with everything else
when they go. That has just been
really frustrating.
Cowell: It’s hard. I have to say,
although it was shut down, and I
know our economy took a hit, it
was incredible to see the island
and its natural beauty without as
many people and without as many
cars on the road. I was scared for
COVID-19, but I was simply grateful that I got to experience the
island as it should be treasured.
The island had a chance to breathe.
And now, being back at St.
Mary’s, it’s harder to go home. It’s
already expensive to go home as
before COVID-19, but, even now
the ticket numbers are extremely
high. I understand that people
want to go and get to take a break
from this crazy history that’s been
happening, but they should also
realize that when they take up all
those flights, they are taking away
from other people who want to go
home and just be with their families. I’m not going there to stay at
the Grand Wailea and go to the pool
and all these fancy restaurants, I’m

shows that there is a chance that
the highly competitive 2022 Senate
race could be a big win for Democrats across the country. However,
this should not be the overall message of the recall. Yes, Newsom’s
victory shows that the majority of
California believes in the values of
the Democratic party; however, this
was such a unique circumstance.
The notion that the recall election
went through should be problematic and they mustn’t get hooked on
this feeling that the Senate will be
easy to flip. The Republican Party
has enjoyed its fifteen minutes of
disruption in the Senate. Going
forward, if the Democratic party
does not get more progressive and
put their money behind the same
people, it will be a long fight in 2022.
Newsom might have a more challenging fight to stay in office in 2022
if he is primaried. However, suppose
he ends up being the Democratic
candidate. In that case, the recall
shows that although Newsom has
some flaws that conservatives love
to point out, he protected Californians from a global pandemic,
even creating a budget surplus in
the process.
going to go hang out with my cat, to
go to my favorite hikes and stuff.
Dondalski: If you could say anything to people planning on visiting
Hawaii what would it be?
Swoish: Just be respectful. And
think about how your actions do
affect others. I keep saying about
the trip that’s going in for Jan
Term. I keep saying it’s just really big colonizer energy because
it really shows people’s privilege of
being able to go and not really care
[about their impact]. You wouldn’t
want someone to go into your
house, or your space and spread
COVID-19. Maybe don’t do it to
a super isolated island with only a
couple hospitals.
Cowell: Think of why you want
to go and think of what’s the real
reason you want to go there. And
if you do end up going, I mean, I
have no control over that. But before you go, do your research and
understand what it’s like to actually
be in Hawaii. It’s not just a place
you can go visit and forget all your
worries. People live there. Families
live there. There’s a whole culture
there. There’s a history there. And
I’m not saying you have to know
every single detail about Hawaii—if
you do that’d be great—but understand what you’re going into and
understand that there’s a way of
life there that is so different from
people here on the mainland. Take
that step back and don’t think only
of yourself. Think of all the people
who are there too.
Vacationing in Hawaii right now
puts the state in a very vulnerable
position. COVID-19 is still spreading, and ultimately local Hawaiians
will have to deal with growing
hospitalizations and rising cases.
Traveling to and from Hawaii is
already expensive, but this spike in
tourism is making it even more difficult for many Hawaiian students
to travel back home. People considering a visit to Hawaii should
really consider whether this is the
best time for a vacation there and
what they can do to help stop the
spread of COVID-19.
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Gaels Take CSU in Four Sets, Winning 25 to 13

On Friday,

Back on the Saint Mary ’s
courts, the spirit was alive in
the stands and the players radiated their excitement. The game
started out with an ace by Elena
Baka, number fifteen. It is a
great start to the set, as the Gaels
caught the lead early on. With
a block from number nineteen,
Chandler Cowell, it put the score
at 8 to 3, with the Gaels ahead.
Baka later faked a kill and
tipped the ball over, landing in

center court, making CSU fall to
their knees with the score 13 to
5. Number eighteen for CSU had
a strong and fast topspin serve,
but SMC knew how to return it
everytime. Gaels swept CSU in
the first set 25 to 15 like it was
nothing. Their excitement to be
back and doing what they love lit
up the court.
At the start of the second set,
the Gaels easily got ahead 9 to
3. Number twenty one, “Boo”
Laird hit the ball straight down
the middle and CSU couldn’t
even get a dig on it. The crowd

went crazy, with the score 10 to
4, feeling like it wasn’t even a
close game.
That being said, seemingly
out of nowhere CSU seemed to
get their formation and strategy
back. Gaels held control of the
set, but it was SMC at 18 and CSU
at 15. The opponent started to
make a comeback and SMC had
to stand their ground. Things
started to get intense right after
the CSU libero served and it was
a point for SMC, as she was out
of position.
The Gaels started to slightly

Saint Mary’s Men’s Soccer
Evens the Odds in 4-2 Win
Against San Jose

lose their focus, as CSU began
to wake up. CSU spiked the ball
down tying up the set 21 to 21.
With a few mistakes on the SMC
side of the court, a timeout was
called and CSU was ahead 23 to
21. As the game continued, it
was hard for SMC to close the
set and CSU tipped the ball in,
winning 25 to 23. They had each
won one set.
In the third set, SMC started
out strong again, but didn’t gain
a drastic lead. Number sixteen,
libero Kelsey Knudsen served
it in and CSU returned it. Baka
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23
24
25

then hit it to the right and it was
a tip off a CSU player and went
out. The game tied up 9 to 9.
Within the third set, the competition and the tension in the
stands grew. Number twentytwo, Alosina Thompson, set it
to “Boo” Laird who tipped it
over. CSU then dove to get it
back, but Kelsey Knudsen set it
to setter Thompson and number
five, Kristen Erland, who hit the
ball down. Gaels got ahead 20 to
17. It became a very close game
and everyone felt the weight and
importance of the set.
SMC and CSU took turns tying up the game. Before CSU’s
set point, the score being 25 to
24, SMC called a timeout. After
that, the Gaels made a comeback
and number five, Kristen Erland
smacked the ball down to the
right for a win of 27 to 25.
In the fourth set it was not as
close and SMC gained the lead
like they did in the first set. With
Gaels ahead 16 to 8, winning
was just in sight. CSU’s number
eighteen served the ball, and
SMC’s number twenty-one, Boo,
tipped it to the left side of the
court. SMC was in the lead by ten
points, 20 to 10. With only two
points left for SMC to close up
the game, CSU called a timeout.
Nevertheless, there was no
chance of CSU catching up. The
SMC Gaels proudly won the last
set, 25 to 13. The cheers from
the crowd were overjoyed, not
only did SMC win at home, but
it showcased that they were back
better than ever, and ready for
the season to start.

VOLLEYBALL AT SAN DIEGO,
THUSDAY 7 PM

SEPTEMBER MEN’S SOCCER VS. CSU
NORTHRIDGE AT SMC STADIUM, FRIDAY 4 PM

SEPTEMBER VOLLEYBALL AT BYU, SATURDAY 12 PM

The team bounced back from their previous loss of the season with a 4-2 win against the San Jose Spartans on September 13th. (Image Courtesy
Saint Mary’s Athletics/Tod Fierner)

At an exciting home game,
Saint Mary’s men’s soccer team
went up against the San Jose
Spartans. This game followed a
0-1 loss to Grand Canyon University. The game started with
the Spartans taking a 1-0 lead
against the Gaels in the first 10
minutes of the game. This didn’t
deter the Gaels, as they closed
in on the goal for the Spartan
numerous times.
There were multiple attempts
at a goal by number two, Christian Engmman, but Sweeney

from the Spartans saved both hits
from Engmman. This, however,
ended up leading to a pass from
number twelve, Andrew Rotter
to number six, Bourdanne Ngongofor, who promptly kicked the
ball into the goal, thus making
this Ngongofor’s first goal of his
collegiate career. Excitement was
high and the cheers were heavy,
but this wasn’t the end for the
Gaels nor the Spartans.
Saint Mary ’s then scored a
second goal from Riley Lynch,
putting the Gaels in the lead at
the beginning of the second half.
The Spartans were sure to remind
the gaels that this wasn’t going

to be an easy game when they
attempted another goal against
the Gaels, but number zero, Kash
Oldapo, made an amazing stop
before the goal could land against
Saint Marys. However the Spartans soon secured a second goal
thus evening the score 2-2. In the
last couple minutes of the game,
number three, Louis Sterobo,
made an amazing pass to number
seven, Phillip Van der Lof, who
then made an amazing score in
the 88th minute. It wasn’t over
because then in the 89th minute
number fourteen, David Borg,
kindly responded with the final
goal of the game.

(Image Courtesy Saint Mary’s Athletics)
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BYU Plans on Leaving the West Coast Conference
After a decade of playing in
the West Coast Conference, it
looks like Saint Mary’s and the
rest of the WCC are losing one of
its most competitive members,
Brigham Young University. Per
KREM 2, BYU will be leaving the
conference and likely joining the
Big 12, paying the WCC $500,000
to make the move. The move will
not take place until the conclusion of the 2022-2023 season.
For our men’s basketball team,
this is a huge blow. The WCC,
in large part due to the recent
success of Gonzaga, has become
one of the more well-respected
mid-major conferences in all
of college basketball. BYU is
coached by Mark Pope, who
has led the team to consecutive
twenty-win campaigns and the
6th seed in last season’s March
Madness. Saint Mary ’s relies
heavily on having quality wins
(which is to say, wins against
opponents who are considered to
be tournament-worthy teams),
and BYU has been just that.
Their men’s basketball team
has failed to win 20 games just
once during their time in the
WCC, accumulating a 233-105
record over that span, per ESPN.
Saint Mary ’s has fared well
against their conference rival,
however, winning 14 out of the 21

The University

games they have played against
Brigham Young during that
same span. Despite that somewhat lopsided number, SMC
vs. BYU games have produced
some of the most noteworthy
moments in our basketball program’s past decade.
Who can forget the legendary
game-winner from half-court

by Saint Mary’s legend Matthew
Dellavedova, to take down the
Tyler Haws-led Cougars in 2013?
Or Jordan Ford’s game-winning
jump shot against BYU to clinch
a spot in the 2020 WCC Championship game? Needless to say,
Saint Mary’s and BYU’s rivalry
definitely made its mark on the
conference.

For those wondering why BYU
would leave an up-and-coming
league in the WCC for the Big 12,
some context is needed. While
Brigham Young University made
the move for the West Coast Conference in 2011, their football team
went independent, meaning that
they didn’t belong to any conference in college football. This move

to the Big 12 certainly aims to
put their football program on
the map, as the Big 12 has historically been a prestigious football
conference. Recently, blue-chip
programs Oklahoma and Texas
accepted invitations to leave the
Big 12 for the SEC, per ESPN.
This left space for a respectable
football program in BYU to make
their move, one that they have
likely been eyeing for a while
financially.
BYU’s football program generates by far the most money out
of all their sports teams. Their
football program generated $23
million this past year, which led
to almost $2 million in net profit
for the school. The Cougars got
off to a 9-0 start last season and
were ranked as high as 8th in the
country. They finished the 2020
season with an 11-1 record, led by
QB Zach Wilson, who was drafted second overall in the NFL
Draft this past April. This recent
success makes them a prime candidate for replacing Oklahoma
and Texas in the Big 12.
As the Saint Mary ’s men’s
basketball team attempts to
rebound from last year’s uncharacteristically down year, they
are scheduled to play BYU in
Provo on January 8th, and later
at home on February 19th, two
games that figure to be deciding
factors for the fate of the Gael’s
upcoming season.

An Interview with BMX Olympian, Nikita Ducarroz
difficult to keep things feeling
new and exciting, yet Ducarroz makes sure that her BMX
career does not become monotonous. “When I start feeling
burnt out and have dips in my
training, when riding becomes
not as exciting, I take a break
until I crave it again.” She takes
her training seriously, but
does not lose sight of why she
started riding in the first place.
By leaving room to take breaks,
her love for the sport is reborn.

Nikita Ducarroz, raised in Sonoma Valley, got into BMX riding
through Youtube videos. She was
self taught and a visual learner
when it came to the sport. “When
my family and I went camping at
Sugarloaf,” she shared,“I would
make little jumps to jump off on
my bike.”
It all began as a fun hobby and
regular time spent at the skate
parks. Then, some little competitions here and there, but she said
“at the time, as the only girl doing
it, I didn’t think I could make it a
career.” When she began the sport
there wasn’t a whole lot of female
representation for BMX, however,
Ducarroz said that social media
helped her connect with other
girls around the world and brands
as well. These connections really
got her going and led to overseas
competitions, life-long friendships, and big sponsorships.
With all that is going on in our
world today—not to mention the
added pressure of an elite athlete’s
training regime and competition
schedule—the stress is unimaginable. Nevertheless, when speaking
toDucarroz, her playfulness and
comradery in her training style
shows the true reason she fell in
love with the sport to begin with.
In the training center she says
“when one of us is scared to do a
trick we make bets, so if someone
does something that they have
been really nervous to do then the
other person has to do the trick
that they are most nervous about,
and things like that.” With hours Nikita Ducarroz
of training everyday, it can be

When the pandemic hit at
the beginning of 2020, Ducarroz was in the midst of moving
to a house in North Carolina
that was right next to a training center. The purpose of the
move was to train more rigorously and she was lucky that
she could still practice at the
center with a small group. She
said, “my training changed a
lot during the pandemic, because I wasn’t getting ready for
competitions anymore, but just

practicing tricks. In some ways,
it worked out for the better.”
Although competitions were
canceled due to COVID-19, it
gave athletes like Ducarroz
time to practice, regroup, and
reconnect.
Throughout these last couple
of years, there has been no
doubt that people have experienced struggles with their
mental health, even before the
pandemic, and Olympians are
no exception. Ducarroz shared

that she has always struggled with
anxiety and depression and started
seeing a psychologist even before
her career took off. She says “my
mindset is always to take it one day
at a time.”
With the looming possibility of
the Olympics including freestyle
BMX for the first time, Ducarroz
wasn’t sure whether or not she
would be able to compete in Tokyo.
This doubt did not stop her from
regularly training and getting herself mentally prepared.
When BMX finally made its
debut at the Tokyo Olympics,
Ducarroz was ready. Not only was
she trained and conditioned for
the competition, she knew what
strategies worked for her to ease
her stress. She said that she uses
visualization and breathing techniques before a competition, as
training the mind is just as important as training the body.
At the Olympic finals, Ducarroz shared a special moment. “As
everyone was feeling the pressure, tense on the deck and people
weren’t talking, my Australian
friend broke the ice and said ‘hey
we haven’t hugged in a while.’” At
that point, she said that the silence
broke and the girls all came together to root each other on. They
were all in it together.
Ducarroz shows us that we
should never lose our playfulness, that breaks in routines leave
room for appreciation to grow,
that mental health comes equal
to one’s physical health, and that
without embracing others, we may
never know the comradery in our
successes.

